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6 April 2022

St Margaret of Antioch Church 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting Wednesday 6th April 2022 
at 7.30pm 

Opening Prayer 

      Agenda  

VESTRY MEETING 

To elect two Churchwardens for the coming year 

APCM 

Apologies for absence 

Minutes of 2021 APCM 

Notification of any questions 

Electoral roll update 

Appointment of Electoral Roll Officer 

Annual reports 

Financial review 

Presentation of the Audited Accounts for the parish for the year 
ended 31st December 2021  

Appointment of independent examiner of accounts 

Adoption of Reports 

Election of Parochial Church Council 

PCC MEETING 

Election/confirmation of Secretary and Treasurer 

To elect a Vice-Chair 

Chairman’s closing remarks 

All members of the Parish are welcome to attend these meetings but only those on 
the Church Electoral Roll may vote at the Annual Church Meeting 
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Record of Minutes from 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

Wednesday 6th April 2021, at 7:30pm (Via Zoom) 

Attendees: Rev. Graeme Anderson, Sheila Robertson, Dave Milne, Sue Milne, Judy 
Anderson, Loraine Winn, John Winn, Chrissie Turner, David Turner, Zona Dipple, Irene 
Hopper, Laurie Hopper, Jo Ognjanovic, Lorna Taylor, Ray Smith, Kent Polley, Claire 
Polley, Hazel Gault, Bryan Gault, Ron Parker, Nigel Howard, Alison Howard, John 
Rogers. 

The opening Prayer was given by Reverend Graeme. 

Vestry Meeting 
(This was a virtual meeting and Rev. Graeme stated he would record the sections where 
there was a need to vote to enable accuracy in counting). 

Election of Church Wardens:  
GA began by asking how many nominations had been put forward for CW.  LJ noted 3 
had been received, Kent Polly, John Rogers, Dave Milne. 
GA clarified that only 2 positions were available so there would have to be a vote. He 
explained the essentials of the role within cannon law and then asked for a show of 
hands for each of the nominees.  
23 people were eligible to vote and each person had 2 votes. 
Kent Polley received 15 votes and he was duly elected. 
John Rogers received 18 votes and was duly elected. 

There followed some discussion about how the vote had been counted, however it was 
confirmed by SR that the process had been well explained and so the outcome was 
agreed. 

GA thanked Dave Milne for his interest in the role, acknowledging all the many things 
he already did for the church. 

APCM 
Apologies for Absence:  
None received 
Minutes of 2019 APCM: 
Minutes are an accurate record of 2019 
GA agreed to sign off. 
Notification of any Questions: 
JW asked if other roles were to be voted for today. 
GA clarified the situation regarding other roles within the PCC  
Electoral Roll Update: 
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Dave Milne is the Electoral Roll Officer.- He  said there were 32  on roll, down on 
previous years.  We have had up to 54 on previous electoral rolls.   
GA clarified that he wanted people to be put on roll after 6 months of joining the 
church.  He wants people to join us. 
Appointment of Electoral roll Officer: 
DM and LJ both said they would be prepared to do this.  A vote was held and DM was 
duly elected 
Annual Reports: 
GA commented on the report.  He was very encouraged by its positive nature, which 
reminded him of a quote from Hebrews 12:1-2  ‘Therefore, since we have so great a 
cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin 
which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.’ 

We have been going through a very difficult time, and it would be denial to say 
anything different. But we have a joy set before us, and that makes the way we go 
through this time very different. Other people need to see this hope and joy, and so 
much of the reports showed this positive response. Rev. Graeme was very encouraged 
by this, and congratulated the authors of so much of the reports. 

GA asked if anyone has any comment re the report. 

DT -commented that he was impressed with the Voices newsletter, the online services 
and the choosing of hymns. ‘It has been a wonderful year with us holding together and 
the Holy Spirit shining through’. 

RP- impressed with numbers who have joined online and watched the services and the 
meditations, particularly the Carol Service.  He also appreciated the LS presentations by 
ZD and the support from Courtney. 

GA commented on how impressed he was watching these online services from a future 
incumbent perspective! 
Financial Review: 
Presentation of the audited accounts for the parish for the year ended December 
31st 2020 
GA asked for comments regarding the presentation of the audited accounts. 
There were none. 

GA asked for clarification about some of the labels on the accounts.  Who is Peter 
Spencer?  DM clarified that this was the organ tuner.  GA asked that future labels did 
not name people but the area they represented, eg Organ Tuner and Little Saints. 
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GA said we needed to thank the treasurer and the secretary, the unsung heros of the 
backroom! 

DM (Treasurer)- commented that we had not paid our parish share again and need to 
build reserves, but things were looking better for the future. 
JR – (Stewardship Officer) explained how he had built the numbers of planned givers by 
changing to the diocese new scheme and directly speaking to people.  They were 
mainly positive in their response, converting to the new giving scheme and increasing 
their contributions. 
Effectively the planned giving has increased from £15,000 to £25,000 per annum. 
JR said looking out for the opportunity to persuade people to come to Christ and 
improving our giving has all been very positive. 
Of 30 givers approx. 30% now have agreed to an annual inflation uplift. 
GA asked if the attendees would vote to accept the accounts. 
16 agreed. 
2 abstentions and no refusals. 
GA clarified why he didn’t vote.  He prefers to only use his vote as a casting vote in a 
difficult situation. 
Appointment of an independent examiner of accounts. 
DM stated that David Holmes had volunteered to do it again.  It was duly agreed and 
thanks were noted. 
Adoption of Reports: 
16 adopted the reports 
2 abstentions. 
The accounts were duly adopted 
Election of Parochial Church Council: 
There were 5 nominations for 6 places, therefore all 5 were elected. (Lyn Johnson, Hazel 
Gault, Dave Milne, Ian Jones, Zona Dipple.) 
RS thanked the PCC for all they had done, particularly during this year.  Shown lots of 
love! 
Appointment of sidesmen: 
There has been none previously so it was decided to not reinstate the process 

PCC Meeting 
Election/confirmation of Secretary and Treasurer: 
Nominations were requested for these roles. 
Dave Milne agreed to be the treasurer again and was unanimously elected. 
Lyn Johnson agreed to be the secretary again and was unanimously elected. 

To Elect a Vice Chair:  
John Rogers was nominated and was unanimously elected. 

Election of Deanery Synod representative: 
There was one nomination for this position.  Lyn Johnson who was duly elected. 
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Chairman’s closing remarks: 
JW commented that he was pleased to see DM continue as treasurer. 
LW wanted to echo 100% Ray’s words about Voices and the online services. 

JR wanted to compliment RP for his participation and constant counsel  and SR for the 
many occasions for her support and guidance throughout interregnum. 

LJ said we couldn’t do any of these things without the collaborative effort and 
incredible creativity of many people.  JR supported these comments. 
Joseph Schofield (RP’s grandson) was also fabulous as he helped us through the process 
from the beginning.  He gave us the confidence to do what we did. 
GA commented that technology was like ballet dancing, the better it is the less we 
notice the stress and strain the dancers are under! 

Closing prayers: 
Were offered by various attendees. 
Meeting closed at 9pm. 
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St Margaret of Antioch Church Crick 

Perspectives on 2021 

Leading in this Benefice: 

Dear Folks, 

I could have written a lot to you about what has happened since the last PCC. But I did not 
feel that was right on this occasion. So let me write about something else. But before that, I 
do want to say something. It is so wonderful to know that you are exactly where God wants 
you. Just imagine it, waking up each morning knowing that you are in the house God wants 
you, in the churches God wants you, and doing what God wants you to do! Allied to that, 
one of the big reasons that we are happy is that we have been treated as "God sent", and 
as human beings (rather than human doings) by so, so, many people. Thank you. 

A wise old vicar once said to me, something like, “When you go to a new post, only make 
changes that you have to make in the first year”. I can understand the wisdom of that. It 
takes a year for the new vicar/rector to gain a sense of the lay of the land. The relationships, 
the history, the influential characters, the culture of the church, the resources, the local 
community culture, what the last clergyman/woman was like, the nature of a new diocese … 
I am sure you get the picture. Then the church has the not insignificant task of getting to 
know the new clergy person. Again, this is not a simple thing to adjust to! In one way, all of 
that is enough change for one year! 

Well, my first year is over, and I, along with seven others from the benefice have been on a 
Leading Your Church Into Growth course (LYCIG). It has come at the perfect time, and I am 
thankful to God for that. 

So what now? The answer is engaging in a process of change! Do I see anyone gripping 
their chair more tightly? In general, over the years, I have noticed three main responses to 
the possibility of change:- (i) a feeling of trepidation, (ii) a feeling of excited expectation, 
and (iii) a desire for change, as long it is what the person has already desired for a long 
time. 

So let me assure us of some things:- (i) there will be change , (ii) it will be a process, (iii) it 
already is, and will continually be soaked in submissive prayer to our Lord and love for 
people. 

As we engage with our Lord in this, and from my experience, I expect our Lord’s will to be 
discerned, our own lives to be enriched, our reliance upon God to be grown, and for more 
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people to become and grow as Christians. Just imagine what our Lord will say to us about 
that! 

With much love and respect, 

Rev. Graeme. 

Structure, Governance and Management. 

Churchwarden’s Report 2021 

Background: 

St Margaret’s Parochial Church Council is a group of people who work together with the 

Rector to run the church.  The PCC met 8 times in 2021.  Minutes of PCC meetings are 
available in the church porch and on our website. 

The PCC is a charity exempted from registration with the charity commission. 

Membership: 

Members of the PCC are either ex-officio or elected at the APCM (Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting) in accordance with the Church Representation Rules.   

At the 2021 APCM the following were elected as PCC members Ian Jones, Dave Milne 
(Treasurer), Zona Dipple (Safeguarding) and Hazel Gault.  Ex-officio members were Rev 
Graeme Anderson (Rector and Chair), Kent Polley (Churchwarden), John Rogers 
(Churchwarden and Vice Chair), Lyn Johnson (Diocesan Synod Representative and PCC 
Secretary).  During the year, Andrew Hutley was appointed as an Assistant 

Churchwarden and co-opted as a member of the PCC. 

Groups and individuals that support St Margaret’s 

Our grateful thanks to the support and help that has been provided by many individuals 
and groups that sustain St Margaret’s. These include: the independent charity, Friends 
of St Margaret’s (FOSM) that raises funds for the fabric of the church; Little Saints on 

Monday pre-school group; organists and choir; worship group; readers and intercessors; 
lay preachers; vergers; ‘meeters and greeters’; church keyholders, AV operators; 
sacristan; coordinators for baptisms, weddings and funerals; church flowers; Rugby 
Foodbank collection point; school assembly volunteers; tea/coffee/refreshments 
volunteers; welcome pack coordinator, floodlighting, bellringers; and our Helping 
Hands/church cleaning group.  
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The Local Ministry Team (LMT) was set up over 20 years ago with a remit to consider the 
spiritual needs of the Benefice.  It was made up of various ex-officio members including 
readers, lay preachers, parish evangelists and the Rector, and other elected member 

from each parish.  Following the interregnum, the LMT was due for renewal and 
relaunching and, on the arrival of Rev Graeme, it was decided to bring the LMT to a 
close, at least for the time being.  The PCC thanks the LMT for their sterling work over 
the past 20 years. 

Neil and Sheila Robertson moved from Yelvertoft in the summer after 43 years.  They 
both gave unstinting service to many aspects of church life across the benefice and we 

wish them well in their new home.  The PCC organised a gift and card which was 
presented at the United Benefice service in August.  

Church attendance: 

Covid 19 had less impact on in-person services in 2021 than was so in 2020 and from 
June 2021 it was possible to restart services in church.  However, strict protocols on 

social distancing and mask wearing needed to be observed throughout the remainder 
of the year.   

Between January and May we continued to offer a weekly programme of online services 
and meditations.   

Services Rota (approved by our Bishop) 

Occasional offices and special services 

In 2021 there were 2 baptisms, 1 wedding and 6 funerals. 

Rev Graeme’s induction service was held at All Saints’, Yelvertoft on 7th November 2021.  
This service was led by our Archdeacon, the Venerable Richard Ormston, and was well 

Service (9.45) Service type

1st Sunday All Age Service

2nd Sunday Holy Communion

3rd Sunday All Age Service

4th Sunday Songs of Praise

5th Sunday United Benefice Service

Monday ~Term Time 1:15-3:30pm   Little Saints pre-school group

Wednesday 10:30am Holy Communion
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attended by members of all three parishes and by members of the congregation from Holy 
Trinity, Coventry. 

Our annual Remembrance Day service was back to full strength in 2021 and was well 

attended by villagers and the uniformed youth organisations.   Crick and West Haddon 
Scout Group provided a striking display of poppies which adorned the pulpit.   

Christmas 

At Christmas, we added a new family carol service and this was attended by 50 adults and 
20 children.  This service complemented our popular 7 lessons and carols, and Crib Service 
on Christmas Eve.  

Crick Primary School held their Christingle Service in church and this was attended by 180 
children and 100 adults.  

All households in the village were leafleted with details of our Christmas services. 

Review of the year: 

Fundraising and events 

A garden party was held at the Rectory on 10th July 2021.  It was a lovely occasion and the 
weather was kind.  It was both a great opportunity to welcome Rev Graeme and Judy, and 
also to invite members of the congregation and neighbours to enjoy a time of fellowship 
after so many months of lockdown. 

In the second half of 2021 it was possible to restart our fundraising activities and these 

included the vintage teas and BBQ at the Scarecrow festival, a musical evening in October, 
participation in the Ride and Stride sponsored walk/cycle/run and a concert by the a 
cappella group, Ocho.    

We offered for sale a set of Christmas cards in packs of 6 cards showing images of St 
Margaret’s.  These were well received and raised just over £100 net of expenses. 

Communication 

To promote the history of St Margaret’s an excellent history video was produced.  Our 
thanks to Issy Farrow for her narration, and to Lyn Johnson and Andrew Hutley for the 
script-writing and video production. 

We continued to promote St Margaret’s online via our website and group page on 
Facebook.  We have also continued to produce Voices, our weekly newsletter, which has 

been distributed by email and paper copies to all those on our pastoral list. 
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Fabric of the building: 

Quinquennial  - The first part of the Quinquennial (church building survey) was completed 
in October 2021.  At the date of this APCM report, we are waiting on our surveyor to 

confirm his follow up visit to enable the report to be completed.   

Roof repairs - We had an ingress of rainwater from the North aisle roof which required 
urgent repairs to some pointing.  The Archdeacon approved the repairs and these were 
completed on 17th March 2022. 

Upgrade to electrics - Ian Jones, together with some of his contracting team, generously 
made a number of improvements to our electrics.  These included: a comprehensive 

renewal of our electrical fuse board and other control equipment, the replacement of an 
infra-red wall heater, replacement of the external floodlights with energy efficient LEDs and 
repairs to the lighting in the south porch.    

Upgrade to AV system - Andrew Hutley generously completed a comprehensive overhaul 
of our sound and AV system which included the replacement of some amplification 

equipment and speakers, improved connectivity for slide projection, the rebalancing of 
microphone levels to eliminate feedback and enhance clarity, and improvements to the AV 
equipment used to connect the worship group’s instruments. 

Replacement of church noticeboards – in December, both external noticeboards were 
replaced.  A new sign and poster case were installed at the south gate.   

Servery completion – with our grateful thanks to FOSM, the servery was completed in 
March 2021.   

New vestry – following completion of the servery the vestry was relocated to the former 
tower room.  The reordering provided a good opportunity to undertake a thorough spring 
clean and decluttering.  We are grateful to all who helped with this.     

Parish Share  

The Diocesan Parish Share is much like a tax that’s paid to the diocese to contribute to the 
costs of supporting a full-time Rector and associated costs for housing and pensions.  As a 
benefice our Parish Share in 2021 was £68,595 (which includes the incumbent’s stipend of 
£27,000).  St Margaret’s was responsible for £25,380 - 37% of the benefice total.  (All Saints’ 
Yelvertoft £36,355 - 53% and All Saints’ Lilbourne £6,860 – 10%).   

St Margaret’s paid it’s Parish Share in full for the first time in several years (the other two 
parishes also paid their shares in full).   

Planned Giving and card reader 

Planned giving by direct debit increased throughout the year and at the year-end amounted 
to £2,594/month or £31,128/per annum inclusive of Gift Aid.  
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In August 2021, the PCC agreed to purchase a GBx Mini card reader from Goodbox.  This 
enhanced capability has enabled us to take advantage of the growing use of debit cards in 
place of cash.  The card reader has been well received at our services and fund-raising 

events.  At the year-end it had been used 172 times and raised £1,281, producing an 
average transaction value of just under £7.50.   

Financial statements: 

These are prepared for the PCC in accordance with the church accounting regulations using 
the ‘receipts and payments basis’ by Dave Milne and were independently examined by 
David Holmes in February 2022.  The PCC had no financial liabilities other than the diocese 

as of 31st December 2021.  A copy of the balance sheet is attached to this report. 

Kent Polley and John Rogers  

Churchwardens 

Deanery Synod: 
The Brixworth Deanery Synod meets three times a year. These meetings focused on the 

effects of the lockdown to our church communities and congregations. Rev. Charlie 

Nobbs facilitated discussions and conducted a straw poll about the top concerns of our 

churches and the number one was the loss of children and families and number two, 

paying the parish share!   

Charlie promoted the Leading your Church into Growth (LYCiG) course, and several 

members from our benefice attended. We are also successfully using a card reader, 

which was another of his recommendations! 

Diocese Synod: 
This strategic group meets bi-annually.  It is attended by a mixture of Clergy and Laity 

and chaired by Bishop Donald.  Its purpose is to bring some of the decisions of the 

diocese to the representatives for ratification, support and/or information. 

Some of the topics discussed this year were:  

• The Diocese financial position (our benefice is amongst very few in the diocese that 

has, this year, paid its full parish share!!) 

• Changes relating to the relationship between the Diocesan Board of Education and 

Diocesan Board of Finance.   

• Concerns about the impact of Covid on church attendance, particularly by families, 

• Work on ‘Living in Love and Faith’, a course on Christian teaching and learning about 

identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage.   
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• The safeguarding Learning and Development Framework which is on the Diocese 

website.  

Lyn Johnson 

     

Safeguarding: 
We have had no Safeguarding concerns or accusations at St Margaret’s. We now have the 

online Parish Dashboard which keeps track of all we need to be aware of and any training 

requirements. All relevant SG contacts are displayed in the porch notice board and also on 

the website.  

Out of 27 points on the SG action plan we only have 5 outstanding actions to be agreed 

and these will be discussed at the PCC on 30/03/22. All training is either up to date, or 

planned to be completed soon.  

Zona Dipple 

Achievements and Performance 

Worship 

Church services: 
Reverend Graeme will be expanding on the development of worship at the APCM, 
6th April. 

Children and Youth Work Report 2022: 

Lorna and I were appointed co-leaders of the children’s and youth work in June 2021. 

The all age services/children's workers team has ten members including: John Rogers, 

Zona Dipple, Judy Anderson, Lyn Johnson, Barbara Brazier, Tobi Adebiyi, Clare and 

Kent Polley. Our sincere thanks go to the team for their hard work and commitment. We 

are a young team in that we are still working out how we work together for ministry with 

our children, families and youth. 
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All age services: After the church reopened in June 2021 following the last coronavirus 

lockdown and Shiela and Neil Robertson’s departure, Lorna and I hit the ground running 

to provide all age worship twice a month. We have continued to use the liturgy that 

Shiela had previously used but of course, as different people, the delivery has changed. 

The musical worship reformed after the lockdown and that too has changed the ‘feel’ of 

the all age services and has been appreciated. Following an initial small rise in the 

numbers of children attending, that number has since dropped and very few children 

attend now. This is a cause for concern and much prayer and discussion is taking place 

to see how we might move forward with worship provision for children, families and 

youth 

Saturday Fun Day (Actually, It’s Love): This event took place in February in the church 

building and was very well attended. It was planned and led by several members of the 

team and was excellent! So we want to build on this success and plan to have another 

Saturday Fun Day in May 2022. 

Little Saints: Please see Zona’s report who leads Little Saints- (very well indeed we 

might add!) 

School Assemblies: These restarted in January thanks to Ray Smith and his 

organisation. There is a small team from St Margaret’s Church who provide assemblies 

with a Christian flavour every Wednesday morning in Crick Primary School. 

Rainbows: Some of the Rainbows girls attended an all age service in January to 

celebrate the second anniversary of their group’s formation. Links and relationships 

between the Rainbows are being formed and future activities with them are being 

planned. 

Scouts: John Rogers organised a visit to the church for approximately 30 scouts earlier 

this month. Thank you John, Andrew and Graeme for your input into this event which 

was very much enjoyed by all. 

Lorna and Jo  March 2022 
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Online services: 
With the legal restrictions on public gatherings coming back into force again at the end of 

December 2020, our church openings were restricted to private prayer only and this 

situation continued up until the end of May 2021.  However, from our experience of 

delivering services online during 2020 we knew that people liked this format and, week-by-

week, we had been learning a great deal.  Producing services online requires a particular 

set of video production/editing skills and we were very grateful to Joe Schofield, Ron 

Parker’s grandson, for his expertise throughout 2020.  Joe gave me the confidence to be 

able to run with the video production, which I did from the beginning of 2021. Rev 

Graeme’s expertise in video production was also a great help as I learned to finesse the 

dark art of split screens, scrolling text, smooth transitions, audio overlays and more. 

  

We offered a weekly online service between January and May.  These included Rev 

Graeme’s service of institution on 31st January, led by Rt Rev Donald Allister, Bishop of 

Peterborough and United Benefice services at the end of January and May.  We also 

continued to offer a Little Saints service every other week until 14th March, presented by 

Zona Dipple, and a series of St Margaret’s Meditations until 28th February given by Rev 

Graeme, Ron Parker and Lorna Taylor.    

John Rogers  

Little Saints: 

Little Saints started back in September 2021  

We have 5 people who help run the group, which is a perfect number for the 7/10 children 

we have each week. We start with a craft relating to the weeks’ story, but as the children are 

still very young, we’re keeping the stories/service short and  simple. As the children gain in 

confidence we've started to introduce one story per week (rather than over three weeks) 

and also we shake hands with puppet Jack to say “Peace be with you”. The Parents and 

Carers all have a cuppa and a chat towards the end.  They all get on well and the 

atmosphere within the church is relaxed and happy.  

Zona Dipple 
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Choir: 
St Margaret’s choir continues to sing at the Holy Communion and Songs of Praise services 

each month.  We are a happy group of 5 ladies and enjoy singing the traditional and some 

modern hymns together. We practice  monthly and would be happy to welcome 

newcomers. 

Loraine Winn  Choir leader  

01788 822415 

Crick Church Elliot Organ Restoration Fund 
Annual Report 2021/22 

Our historic Elliot Organ continues to provide a major role leading worship for Sunday 
services and also occasional offices such as Funerals, Weddings and Special Events. 

The organ continues to be maintained and regularly tuned by Peter Spencer.  

Nigel and Andrew, between themselves, provided most (if not all) of the cover for 
playing the organ on the 2nd and 4th Sundays and some UBS services throughout the 
year.  

We put on a very successful fund-raising musical event in October last year with 
organists, instrumentalists and singers from The Crickets Vocal group as we came out of 
lockdown from the Covid19 pandemic. See the separate report for more details on this 
event.  

As in previous years, Nigel arranged for our choir, along with members from local 
churches and villages, to sing at our traditional Lessons and Carols Service in December 
2021. Andrew accompanied us during the rehearsals and on the organ at the service. 
He also provided an augmented sound monitor for our singers to compensate for the 
sound delay between the organ at the back, and the choir at the front of the church.  

The feedback we received from those who attended the service was exceptional last 
year, so we look forward to repeating this event at the end of this year. Incidentally, that 
Carol service was recorded and is available on the St.Margaret’s Church website. 

The St. Margaret’s Organ Restoration website for further information can be found at 
the following link:   

http://www.crick.org.uk/crickorgan 

Lastly, if any menfolk out there (tenors or basses) would like to come and sing with our 
choir at the occasional 2nd or 4th Sunday service during the year, this would enable us to 
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make up a 4 part choir, which could enrich the singing for us all in those services. It 
would not be too much of a commitment; on the contrary it could be good for your 
health! Please think about it and contact Loraine, Andrew or Nigel. 

Nigel Howard/Andrew Hutley 

Outreach  

Wider communication: 

St Margaret’s Voices: 
Our weekly newsletter has gone from strength to strength.  There has been over 100 

editions, each offering 9 contributions, providing 1000 words of opinion, reflection, 

commentary and inspiration!  Over the the year more than 50 different people have 

generously shared their viewpoints and Voices is delivered, weekly, to 120 homes.  

We regularly receive thanks, compliments and appreciation for the writers.   

Thank you to everyone for your continued support. 

Lyn Johnson 

Online communication: 
An essential ingredient in our outreach has been the use of a range of online media. 

The website, (www.stmargaret’schurchcrick.org.ok) is an important home and outlet 

for current information about everything we do. 

Reverend Graeme has enhanced this further by sending a weekly video message to 

our contacts list, keeping everyone informed about services across the benefice, 

which is further reinforced through our various Facebook pages.  

Communication is so essential to our growth, mission and ministry and it has proved 

a useful link too for many isolated people during the pandemic. 

We keep all our media formats under review so that we can remain fresh and 

current. 

Lyn Johnson 
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Autumn Musical Event: 
This was a musical Evening of local singers, soloists and other talented musicians on 

Saturday 9th October 2021 in St.Margaret’s Church, Crick, to celebrate the making of 

music together again - after having been locked down and unable to worship in our 

churches for so long due to the Covid19 pandemic, since early 2020. 

The programme was set out with separate musical slots for each group of musicians. 

The concert opened with “Crickets Madrigal Group”, led by Neil Wooler, singing some 

well-known madrigals – “Sing we and chant it”,” Adieu Sweet Amaryllis”, “Silver Swan”, 

“Linden Lea” and “Pastime with good Company”.  

This was followed by Val Dytham (Saxophone) & Peter Lock (Piano) playing “Adagio 

from Sonata in G Minor” by Henry Eccles, and “Reflections” by Reginald Heath. 

The next two slots were reserved for two visiting organists, Peter and Philip. Andrew 

prepared cameras to show in real-time on the overhead projector screen, as the 

organists played the manual keyboards and pedals. This feature, no doubt, helped to 

provide an enjoyable experience for many of us listening and watching (and saved a few 

cricked necks!). 

Philip Bricher (Organ) played “Toccata and Fugue from Symphony IV”, a less well known 

piece by Widor, “Prelude: te Lucis ante terminum” by John Rutter and “Linstead: Song 

No.3 - Let Us Talents & Tongues Employ” by John Behnke. Peter Lock (Organ) played 

“Fugue in C” (BuxWV 174) by Buxtehude, and “Aria” by Noel Rawsthorne 

After this the Worship Group (Piano, Drums, Flute, Accordion, Voices) came on the 

stage and performed “Shepherd” and “Amazing Grace”. This was followed by Ian Lowe 

& Andy Wenham – “Itchy Fingers” - (Accordion, Guitar) played and sang “Two 18th 

century English hornpipes, Lament for the Death of Reverend Archie Beaton” and 

“Anwick Castle, Wade Hampton’s” and “The Grand Hornpipe”. 

At this point the audience was encouraged to join in too, as John stood up and started 

to dance in the aisles, soon followed by Philip and his friend - and then Nigel in the 

pulpit! 

John Rogers (Voice, Accordion) performed “She’ll be coming round the mountain” and 

“Mine eyes have seen the Glory of the Lord”, finishing with “The Wild Rover”.  
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The Crickets came on the stage again to wind down the concert with their rendering of 

“Brightly dawns” - from Gilbert & Sullivan’s ‘The Mikado’ and “Long Day Closes” – a 

well-known piece by Arthur Sullivan. 

The concert closed with a Final Hymn sung by all, “Be still for the presence of the Lord” 

(arranged by Nigel) and    accompanied by The Crickets and supporting singers. 

Nigel Howard 

Scarecrow Festival: 
The sun was shining, the band was playing, everyone was eating delicious cakes or scones, 

drinking tea out of flowery vintage cups and saucers. 

The helpers were wearing Goose aprons, some we're taking orders, serving teas, slicing 

cakes or washing up.  We were all part of a team! 

What a lovely picture was seen in the Crick church. 

Clare Polley 

Flowers: 

Thanks to a group of stalwart volunteers, we are able to continue decorating the Church 
windows for special occasions and maintain a rota for regular flowers by the main altar 
and the lady chapel. 
The rota for the two pedestals currently means that each person on it does the flowers 
approximately twice a year. 
We have added a couple of volunteers to the rota but could do with some more 
interested parties to join us. We are a friendly team- all amateurs but slowly dwindling in 
numbers. 
I am hoping to arrange a demonstration evening with Sue Tull in the summer. 
Ann Ward 823314 

Floodlights: 

There are a few people who regularly ask for the Church tower to be floodlit. Usually in 
memory of family members they have lost and, sometimes, in celebration of a special 
occasion. 
The cost of the lights remains at £10 per night. 
Anyone can book these lights and have a message put in the notice board on the gate. 
We have updated the ground floodlights to LEDs but they still need funds to replace 
and maintain. There have been a couple of occasions recently when they have been 
requested after funerals BUT no payments have been made! 
Ann Ward  823314 
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Welcome Packs: 

These packs welcoming new residents to Crick continue to be popular. Although 
Church based they provide newcomers with a broad idea of what is available in and 
around the village eg: Dr’s surgeries, education, Churches, vets, walks and other 
activities. 
I am constantly updating them, and sometimes newcomers see the advert in Crick 
News and ring requesting a pack. Feedback is appreciated and has been positive. 
Please keep an eye open for new neighbours or if you are new to Crick please ask me 
for a Welcome Pack. They can also be obtained from Chris at the Post Office. 

It came to my attention the other week that someone thought that we no longer give 
out welcome packs. Sadly I don't have a crystal ball so if people don't let me know, I 
can't help. 
Please  keep  an  eye  out  for newcomers as I am sure there will be many people 
who  have  moved to  Crick that I am unaware of!  
Ann Ward  823314. 

Mission and Evangelism 

Foodbank: 
We have been a collection point for Rugby food bank for 4 years. Our collection box is in 

the porch way of church and can be accessed 24/7.  

Our collections still continue to be very generous, even though there have been many 

reasons for people to struggle to donate. We continue to get between 200-300kg per big 

collection and depending on how often we visit 100-200kg per visit. Christmas 2021 we 

collected 236kg through our reverse advent calendar collection. We also took Christmas 

hamper items to the food bank at the beginning of December.  

We are currently collecting for Lent and will be planning to collect at harvest.  

Rugby food bank has been open for 10 years and their parcel hand outs have quadrupled in 

that time. They continue to need your help and with living costs rising it will only increase.  

Thank you for your continued support. We and Rugby food bank really appreciate every 

donation received.  

Barbara Brazier 

Crick School Assemblies: 
A group of people from the village churches have for many years been taking a 

Christian Assembly each week in the local primary school.  

APCM 2022 Page �22



6 April 2022

 Having had to stop due to the Covid restrictions, we were pleased to continue once 

again in January, at the schools request.  

Currently we are a small team; recently some members have left the group due to a 

change in their personal circumstances. We are thankful for their faithful support and 

commitment over the years and for two recent new members.  

The assemblies take place on Wednesday mornings from 9.10 for twenty minutes. Most 

are taken by two team members, although some people present the assemblies of their 

own. 

In addition to covering the main Christian festivals, we also cover a variety of different  

topics , through which we seek to present the Christian message, in a relevant way, to 

the young people.  Some of the topics included are: Old Testament stories, the sayings 

and teachings of Jesus, parables and notable Christian people. We also include places 

in the Bible, words of wisdom and Christianity in Action. All themes are presented in the 

context of the school’s values. 

We normally have two short planning sessions each academic year. Here we review and 

look at the subjects/topics, and members agree to be responsible for a particular week. 

We are extremely privileged to have the opportunity to share in the school community 

week by week. The children are attentive, and responsive, often willing to feedback in 

the Assembly. Both the Head Teacher and staff are helpful and supportive to us, as we 

seek to share the Christian faith with the young people. 

Please pray for us each Wednesday morning. However, due to the recent reduction in 

our team, we would like to increase our group numbers. If you are able to join the 

assembly group, please contact me for more details. 

Ray Smith. 

Welton Baby Project:         
We have supported the Welton baby Project for over a year now. This group supports 

families in need in the Northamptonshire area particularly those with new babies. Keen 

knitters donate clothing and baby blankets for new borns to 1 year olds.  This 

organisation also provides a baby bath filled with toiletry items for baby and mother. 

They also receive good condition clothes and shoes for 1-12 month olds. Donations of 

clothes and blankets for babies and toiletries for mother and baby can be left safely in 

the appropriate box in St Margaret's Church porch. When I have collected sufficient I 
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pass them on to Gilly Beardmore in Braunston who, in turn, delivers them to the 

collection point.  

Hazel Gault 

Supporting Ukraine: 

The communities of Crick, Lilbourne and Yelvertoft have been collecting items for Ukraine for just 

over two weeks now. The response has been incredibly generous; so much so that we have delivered 

four fully loaded car’s worth to Coventry, at the Barnabas Fund headquarters. From there, the items 

have been taken to Swindon, then on to Romania, where the local churches have been giving out the 

donations. 

Thank you so much for your generous hearts. 

Ps items now needed are high energy foods like tinned fish and meat, energy bars, cup a soups, 

nappies, toiletries and sanitary ware. 

Judy Anderson 

Friends of St Margaret’s: 

The Friends of St. Margaret’s (FOSM)’s year ending March 31 will mark 16 years since it 

was set up as an independent charity to raise money to restore our Grade 1-listed 

church building. Our aim was to reach out to everyone who wished to preserve a piece 

of England’s history, regardless of whether they were interested in its religious life. I 

have now served 11 years as Chairman. 

In common with many organisations, we again lost money because of the pandemic. 

We were, however, able to continue to benefit from our membership scheme and the 

Hundred Club, and A Light for a Loved One was able to go ahead as normal in 

December. We were very pleased to resume our Curry and Casserole Nights in October, 

and from November, held the remaining nights of the season in the church, making full 

use of the new servery.  

After much delay, mainly due to Covid, the servery was finally completed on budget in 

August and makes a huge difference to catering.  We hope that it will make the 

building even more attractive to users. 

As always, I wish to thank all those who have served on the committee for their 

unstinting work, as well as others who give of their time and money. Without them, the 
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church would not be in its present state and our organisation would not be so well-

regarded in the village. 

The concert by Bilton Silver Band, scheduled for May 2020, will finally go ahead on May 

14 this year.  We hope it will be well-attended and prove a fitting start to the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee celebrations. 

Dave Milne (Chair) 

Crick Old School: 

First of all may I remind us all of the importance of the Crick Old School (COS) as a 

resource, not only for our village, but also for our church. Many of you will know that it 

began life in 1846 as a school founded for poor girls and infants by the then Rector of 

St Margaret’s, Rev.d Charles Swainson Snr.  The trustees of the building remain of the 

same make up today as they were then:  the Rector, the two churchwardens and two 

‘Overseers of the Poor’; the role of the latter being assumed since 1894, by the Parish 

Council. Therefore, the building is a shared resource between our two bodies; church 

and council, and each is responsible for its upkeep and contributes towards its financial 

sustainability. It is essentially both a church hall and a village hall.  

The current trustees are Rev.d Graeme, John Rogers, Kent Polly, Councillors Brain 

Hughes and Jill Jameson. 

I became manager and booking secretary of COS in August 2021 with a remit to 

redecorate/refurbish the building, manage it and drive bookings and income. There is a 

small team that makes this all happen- there is room for any others who would like to 

support COS to help us create a vibrant community hub in our village.  

I hope you have noticed the new decor in the toilets and hall way!  I had a great deal of 

help from my husband, Rade, to do that while I was ill and from Judy Anderson too. We 

held paint parties in January and February 2022 and a group of 10 or so volunteers 

from the church, village and council redecorated the main hall and part of the kitchen 

area. Thank you to everyone involved with that.  There is another paint party planned 

for Sunday April 10th to finish off the kitchen area walls and the rest of the woodwork- 

all are welcome to join in. 
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The COS is now cleaned on a regular basis and other members of the church and 

village have helped with updating and cleaning the outside of the building, with 

publicity and encouragement. The roof is being repaired as we speak with a grant that 

was obtained recently.  The building is compliant with all health, safety and fire related 

requirements. I am pleased to say that the building itself is now attractive and warm and 

is well on its way to becoming a vibrant community hub in the centre of the village. 

Bookings and income are increasing, although quite slowly- but surely and in faith! The 

COS is now being used regularly for fitness classes, band practices and birthday parties, 

and it will be hosting a new regular dance class from early April and a new Crick Girl 

Guides unit from the beginning of June. COS is also being used regularly for church 

and parish council meetings.  

There is, of course, huge scope for the church to use it for other activities and events- 

so lets pray about how we can make the most of this space and resource going forward. 

The trustees and I are very open to ideas for activities and events which could be 

hosted.  

A fundraising scheme was launched in March 2022 called COSt-of-a-coffee where 

people are invited to support COS by setting up a monthly standing order for £2.44 

(the average price of a coffee shop coffee in the UK).  

COS has had a Facebook page since September 2022 and a basic website has been 

created by Brian Hughes just this month. 

Rev’d Jo Ognjanovic 

Financial Review 

In 2020 we were unable to meet our parish share partly due to the Covid crisis. However in 

2021, mainly due to the sterling efforts of our Stewardship Officer, together with a number 

of donations we were able to pay the share in full. I am hopeful for the same result in 2022 

but we cannot be complacent as there is little room for manoeuvre especially with the latest 

quinquennial report.  

Dave	Milne	Treasurer.	
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