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A Thought for the Summer

Jesus gives us an invitation to come 
and rest awhile; the summer gives 
us the opportunity to come aside, 
from our normal everyday activities, 
to reflect and be refreshed.  	

“My beloved spoke, and said to 
me, Rise up, my love, my fair one 
and come away. For the winter is 
past, the rain is over and gone: the 
flowers appear on the earth; the 
time of singing of birds is come, 
and the voice of the turtle-dove is 
heard in our land. Arise my love, my 
fair one and come away” 	

Song of Songs 2:10-13	

Summer Prayer
Father God,   
Thank you for the warmth of the 
summer sunshine. For the beauty of 
garden flowers and the countryside 
around us. Thank you too for 
holidays spent at home or away. 
May these be times of refreshment 
as we spend them with friends and 
family, but most of all with you. 
Speak peace and hope into our 
hearts we pray , equip us to serve 
you as we look to the future. In 
Jesus name we pray. 

Amen  
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Welcome
Good news, It's summer! Good news, it's holiday time! Good news, 

the days are longer. Good news, the flowers look so great at this 

time of year! Good news, our Cricket team is winning games! These 

are all great things, and I am sure that you can think of many more. 

Let's enjoy that. Let's not be distracted away from the good things, 

the great things. The Bible says "... whatsoever things are true, 

whatsoever things are honourable, whatsoever things are just, 

whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 

whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if 

there be any praise, think on these things." 

AUGUST:  The month August was named in honour of the 

Roman emperor Augustus.  It means ‘venerable one’.  It has many 

notable days, including school holidays!  The 12th marks a full 

moon-called a fruit moon (the apples and soft fruits are ready to 

pick) and up to 24th you can look out for the annual Perseid 

meteor shower! August birth stones are peridot and onyx, to bring 

good health and strength.  For gardeners August flowers are 

gladiolus and poppy, representing love and family.  August is a 

great time to admire the enormity of God’s universe and its natural 

beauty.  It is certainly a month worthy of a great deal of respect!
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Rock Pooling
A gentle crunch. You cannot 
beat     
The feeling of sand upon the 
feet.    
However, it’s not this I came 
here for:    
I wanted to enter the secret 
door. 

This is the place where the land 
and sea lock.    
This is where the sea meets 
rock.      
This is where the whales roam, 
floating like spaceships in 
nebula foam. 

The Rockpool surface is smooth 
as glass.    
The seaweed waves like silky 
grass.     
The starfish waves with five of its 
arms. Or legs.    
In a crevice there are several fish 
eggs. 

This rock popping trip left me 
slightly mad.     
I never caught a whale; it made 
me sad.     
But while my wishes of whales 
have not come true,   
I caught a cuttlefish. A big one, 
too. 
By Issy (age 14) 

AUGUST SERVICES AT 
ST. MARGARET’S.

 Every Wednesday - Holy 
Communion 10.30am 

Sunday services at 9.45am 
Aug 7th - All Age 
Aug 14th - Holy Communion 
Aug 21st - All Age 
Aug 28th - Songs of Praise. 

FACT FILE: SUMMER FACTS ‘Dog days of summer', 

referring to sweltering summer days, is more about stars than 

dogs. In July, Sirius, ‘the Dog Star’ rises in the sky just before the 

Sun. The Romans believed it gave the sun extra heat and was 

responsible for hot summer days.    

On hot days the Eiffel Tower grows taller. Constructed from iron, it 

expands when warmed, causing it to grow by up to 17 cm.  

The frequency of crickets’ chirps is consistent with air temperature. 

Count the number of chirps over 25 seconds, then divide by 3 and add 

4 to tell you the temperature in Celsius. 

Contributors: Rev. Graeme, Issy Farrow, Hazel Gault, Lyn Johnson, Dave 

Milne, Anais Polley, John Rogers, Carole Smith, Ray Smith

I spent my childhood and my working life living in 

north London. 62 years surrounded by buildings and 

pavements with a tiny patch of sky overhead. I did 

have the odd chance to get away from the city going 

camping with my parents and hop picking with the 

extended family. Since retirement I have lived my life on the water and as 

I write I am surrounded by trees, possibly more than 100 in total. My 

canopy is an almost cloudless blue sky and ripples of water and bird song 

and humming insects my orchestra. I think I've a foretaste of heaven. 

The Monkey Trap: You may know the story of the monkey trap.  

Natives in South America take a heavy wooden vessel and make a hole 

that’s just big enough for a monkey’s hand.  The monkey tries to get the 

food placed in the hole but, with the prize in its grasp, the monkey 

cannot get its hand back out.  Because it won’t let go, it becomes 

trapped.  Our lives too are full of similar self-imposed limitations.  

Summer is a time for us to refresh and unblock.  We ask for God’s help to 

let go of those things that hold us back.  Amen. 

Flowers: In the Bible flowers often symbolise beauty, growth, fullness 

and more. Flowers are a beautiful reminder of our glorious God, 
Martin Luther said “God writes the gospel not in the bible alone, but 
on trees, and flowers and clouds and stars” And Luke (12: 27-28) 
says, ”Look at the lilies and how they grow.  They don’t work or make 
their clothing, yet Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as 
beautifully as they are. And if God cares so wonderfully for flowers that 
are here today and thrown in the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for 
you” Wow!	
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